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Advisory Note on the Sacred Heart and Pride Month

The year 2026 is the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States of America. In honor
of this occasion, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) are planning two
national initiatives. The first is a solemn act of consecration of the United States of America to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in June 2026. The second is a National Eucharistic Pilgrimage in which
the Blessed Sacrament will be carried in procession through the east coast of the USA,
culminating in Philadelphia on July 2-5, 2026.

In view of the upcoming consecration of our nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, it is fitting to
reflect on this public act of devotion, especially in light of the prevalence of so-called “Pride
Month” celebrations which occur frequently in the month of June.

In his encyclical letter on the devotion to the Sacred Heart (Haurietis aquas, 1956), Pope Pius
X1l emphasized that the heart is the “noblest part” of man. Pope Francis gave this truth new
emphasis in his 2024 encyclical, Dilexit nos: “The word “heart” evokes the inmost core of our
person, and thus it enables us to understand ourselves in our integrity and not merely under one
isolated aspect.” The human person is an integrated unity made by God and made for union with
God, body and soul. To consecrate our hearts to Christ’s heart is to consecrate the whole of
ourselves to God’s own love, which “was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son
into the world so that we might live through him” (1 Jn 4:9).

This upcoming consecration is a powerful testament to the truth of the unity of the human person
and of the generosity of God’s love for us. It is this truth which informs the Church’s teaching on
chastity, which is understood as the powerful force guaranteeing the integrity of the person: “The
chaste person maintains the integrity of the powers of life and love placed in him. This integrity
ensures the unity of the person; it is opposed to any behavior that would impair it. It tolerates



neither a double life nor duplicity in speech” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2338). The
Church thus recognizes the goodness and necessity of affirming the dignity of the person made in
God’s image. Chastity is, ultimately, a sign of a truly free person: “Chastity includes an
apprenticeship in self-mastery which is a training in human freedom. . . . either man governs his
passions and finds peace, or he lets himself be dominated by them and becomes unhappy” (CCC,
2339). “All the baptized are called to chastity” (CCC, 2348).

In this light, the Church delineates a particular approach to those who experience same-sex
attraction, speaking in this way:

The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual tendencies is not
negligible. This inclination, which is objectively disordered, constitutes for most of them
a trial. They must be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of
unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided. These persons are called to fulfill
God's will in their lives and, if they are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord's
Cross the difficulties they may encounter from their condition (CCC, 2358).

Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues of self-mastery that teach them
inner freedom, at times by the support of disinterested friendship, by prayer and
sacramental grace, they can and should gradually and resolutely approach Christian
perfection. (CCC, 2359).

Further, the Church has addressed the serious need for adequate pastoral care of those who
experience same-sex attraction,

It is deplorable that homosexual persons have been and are the object of violent malice in
speech or in action. Such treatment deserves condemnation from the Church's pastors
wherever it occurs. It reveals a kind of disregard for others which endangers the most
fundamental principles of a healthy society. The intrinsic dignity of each person must
always be respected in word, in action and in law. But the proper reaction to crimes
committed against homosexual persons should not be to claim that the homosexual
condition is not disordered. When such a claim is made and when homosexual activity is
consequently condoned, or when civil legislation is introduced to protect behavior to
which no one has any conceivable right, neither the Church nor society at large should be
surprised when other distorted notions and practices gain ground, and irrational and
violent reactions increase.*

While Pride Month events may have originated decades ago out of the need safeguard same-sex
attracted persons against violence and malice, it is clear that contemporary Pride celebrations in
many places instead drive an agenda of rebellion against gender binaries, traditional marriage,

T (https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19861001_homosexual-
persons_en.html)



and, above all, the call of all men and women to chastity and thus to holiness.

Rather than participating in Pride Month events, | urge that all Catholics in the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia instead do two things:

- prepare to participate in the upcoming consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
(archphila.org/undergod); and,

- Explore and promote the good work of Courage International, Roman Catholic
apostolate for men and women who experience same-sex attractions and those who
love them (https://couragerc.org/).

As Pope Leo XIV recently taught in Magnifica Humanitas (https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html), “ours is the pressing duty to
remain profoundly human. We must lovingly safeguard the grandeur of humanity bestowed upon
us and revealed in its fullness in Christ[.]”
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